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Elizabeth James, Helen R. Smith : Penny Dreadfuls and Boys' Adventures: The Barry Ono Collection of 
Victorian Popular Literature in the British Library  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Penny Dreadfuls and Boys' Adventures: The Barry Ono Collection of Victorian 
Popular Literature in the British Library: 

Penny dreadfuls - sensational stories published in weekly parts - were an important feature of Victorian popular 
literature. They were often anonymous, and inspired by the melodramas of the day. This is the catalogue of a 
comprehensive collection bequeathed by music-hall performer Barry Ono.
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