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Allan Rogers : Peonies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Peonies: 

51 of 54 people found the following review helpful. The Peony Book You WantBy Robert JohnsonThis book was the 
first of a spate of peony books written over the last few years, and is generally considered to still be the best and most 
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useful by most folks in the peony growing comunity. It is a comprehensive overview of history, hybridisers past and 
present, and current cultivars of interest. England is producing some attractive books, but the truth of the matter is that 
the United States is where the "action" has been for the last half century as far as peony growing and hybridising is 
concerned. There has been a spectacular increase in interest in these beautiful flowers over the last decade, and Al 
Rogers' book will surely be remembered as a classic part of this era of re-discovery in years to come.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Beautiful Color Prints!By Celsius DegreeI gave this as a gift to my daughter who 
works at a botanical garden in Northern Virginia. Peonies is a new interest in the garden this year so she asked me to 
find her a book dealing with some of the nitty gritties of raising peonies. Finally settled on this book because it is 
referred to in so many places as 'The' book on the growing these flowers. She loves it!4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Paperback version is not worth buyingBy Foodie fanJust opened the paperback version of 
this and compared it to the Hardback version that I got from our local library. What a disappointment. It is the exact 
same version as the hardback book only the 2005 pictures of peonies are in black and white. While the information is 
wonderful I judge what and where I try in our wildlife reserve/park largely by the color. How can you tell what color 
these peonies are in black and white. Don't waste your money on this bomb. Shame on you Mr. Cheapo publisher!

Al Rogers has been growing peonies since childhood, and this book represents more than 60 years' experience. 
Peonies are treasured by gardeners for their longevity, lush foliage, rich fragrance, and landscape uses. Captured 
within these pages are not only the flavor, charm, and history of the peony and its hybridizers but also expert 
information about the genus Paeonia and its many cultivars. The species are discussed, and from the thousand-odd 
listed cultivars of both tree and herbaceous peonies, Rogers singles out the truly superior for recommendation, along 
with some introductions that show great promise. Enthusiastic amateurs and professionals alike will be thrilled with 
the complete and detailed information supplied in Peonies an important book for any gardener's library.

From BooklistRogers has specialized in peonies, from heritage plants to modern hybrids, for more than 20 years at his 
nursery, Caprice Farm. So it is not surprising that he provides an expansive treatment of the flowers in a guide full of 
counsel on growing and caring for them. Rogers begins with horticultural history, emphasizing the work of men and 
women who have hybridized peonies, and then describes different forms and recommends cultivars. In passing, he 
muses on peony lore, discusses propagation techniques, and advises business-minded readers on how to produce plants 
as a commercial venture. Neither merely for the home gardener nor strictly for professionals, the clearly and astutely 
written book is for all plant lovers. Alice Joyce Neither merely for the home gardener nor strictly for professionals, 
[this] clearly and astutely written book is for all plant lovers.Booklist Besides botanical information there is peony 
history, lore, people, identification, propagation, hybridizing and cultivation to make this a fascinating book.National 
Gardener His writing is authoritative and scholarly.Pacific Horticulture Numerous color photos whet the appetite for a 
wide range of material; a source for many outstanding cultivars is laid out in an appendix which in and of itself if 
worth the price of the book.American Rhododendron Society Journal The amateur is well served here, but so too is the 
would-be commercial grower. Rogers offers the equivalent of a full course in every aspect of peony raising, from 
culture to propagation.Horticulture The first comprehensive peony treatise in several decades. . . . Breeders, 
propagators, and home gardeners alike will enjoy the very readable text. . . . a valuable reference for all peony lovers. 
Highly recommended.Choice An important book for any gardeners library.American Peony Society Bulletin Rogers 
love affair with peonies shows through his book, introducing a new generation to another flower out of our 
grandmothers gardens, guaranteeing perpetuity.Pacific Northwest Gardener It combines obvious passion for peonies. . 
. . with meticulous historical and scientific research.Homeground Anyone who loves peonies will be delighted with 
this new book.Saskatchewan Gardener He has packed this book with a wealth of detailed information about these 
magnificent, old-time favorites, and included an impressive listing of all species and cultivars currently 
available.Manchester (CT) Journal Inquirer 


