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From Thomson : Physicians Desk Reference 2003 (Physicians Desk Reference (Pdr)) before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Physicians Desk Reference 2003 (Physicians
Desk Reference (Pdr)):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Physcians' Destk Refernce 2003By laura dovaloGreat way to know a
lot of different medical subjects. Y ou don't have to be a doctor to get knowledge available to you. Knowledgeis
power, so letslearn.18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. NECESSARY, BUT LIMITED -- AND
DIFFICULT TO USE WELLBY A Customerl use the PDR all thetime -- I'd be lost without it -- but thisis a book
that's easy to MIS-use. Much of the material is tough-going, such as how the medications work and how they may
interact. To some extent thisis unavoidable, but......even after all these years, the publisher hasn't figured out that some
aspects of the format are quite poor. For example, what would be so hard about putting things like "half-lives" of
medicationsin tabular form, or some other "eye-friendly" thing, so they could be seen at a glance??? And in general, if


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1563634457

you're looking for a particular thing, even if you land on the right paragraph there's a good chance you won't seeiit.
Also, for some reason, the side effects for any given medication are divided between two or more different sections of
the article. Most astonishingly, despite the fact that the PDR tends to list anything and everything as a possible side
effect for every medication, some common side effects are smply not mentioned at all. And, oftentimes some of the
major uses for a given medication are not mentioned. These two problems aren't the fault of the publisher; the first
reflects failures of the medical literature in general and the second reflects the fact that many correct usages of
medications are not officially approved. Also the listed dosage ranges are sometimes too limited; lower or higher
dosages may be right for some people. So, don't regard the PDR as the last word. Above al, don't take too seriously
the endless lists of possible side effects. Remember that these aren't necessarily things that WILL happen; they
MIGHT happen. And remember that the lists usually include alot of thingsthat rarely if ever happen -- yet sometimes
fail to include things that DO happen. If you are convinced that a medication has done something to you, and the effect
isNOT mentioned in the PDR, you're still probably right. But, don't assume that something |'S happening just because
it ISmentioned in the PDR!7 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A Medical Reference Book for
Everybody :Very ValubleBy A CustomerThis book also is updated on aregular basis, because medications are being
added to use for patients all of the time. A short noteis put in with perscriptions by pharmacies for patients, but if it is
anew medication that | have never used, | request the information the pharmacy received with the medication at the
pharmacy. There are too many drug interactions and doctors forget a great deal of times as well as the pharmacy even
though we assume the "patient profile" should keep them from making mistakes. | do not have this latest version,
which | need very much. A doctor in VA used alaptop computer to monitor each of his patients, but it was 18mo. too
late for me, as | had been admitted twice for aDVT, if you know what that is, which islife threatening. If | had this
book prior to a pharmacist catching it, | would have had the time to look up every medication that | was on and found
one | was taking cancelled out the blood thinner. A patient has the most time to spend looking up each medication that
they are on, and because | did not have this book, | am probably going to need blood thinners the rest of my life. | met
the doctor with the laptop computer two weeks after the pharmacist saw such a high dose of the blood thinner being
perscribed and she took it upon herself to ook at the other medications that | was taking.It was avery serious
consequence to my not having this book to refer to and to understand the medication in the first place when it was first
ordered following a hip fracture as aresult of an auto accident. | could not go out and purchase the book because | was
just trying to get around with awalker and had little independence in getting around. This book is easy to understand,
tellswhoever reads it what doses are normally percsribed and how the medications interact with other medical
conditions, side affects, and who should not be taking the medications if they have certain medical conditions. It can
help a patient speak to their doctor if they forgot to tell the doctor of a medical condition that they have but did not
mention. There are Brand names and the generic substitutes clearly sectioned off. It is not meant for a patient to tell
their doctor how to perscribe medication for the patient, but it provides an abundance of information on medications
that can help a patient understand why the medication is being perscribed, and help them when the "Red Flag" needs to
be called to their attention and actually let their doctor know if they have forgotten to tell the doctor something or need
to inform their pharmacist or doctor, information that could save their life. The size of the book is quite large and no
doctor could walk around having all of that information on each medication that they order. The doctor expects the
pharmicist to be awalking PDR, when in fact, the day has come that doctors need to humble themselves that they are
not always right and pharmacists are human also and it takes the doctor, pharmacists, and patients working together.
Patients know their medical history or they should have been told it honestly, so they can inform doctors of al of their
medical conditions. The PDR is an excellent reference guide for patients as well as for pharmacists and physicians.

Y ou do not need a Medical Degree to understand this book. Patients need to be informed and have reference books to
use when it can mean life or death if they do not have something to refer to for their health and the health of their
family members. | consider it a Basic Reference Book that should be on the same shelf asadictionary. It isabook of
vital iformation that everyboy who has medical conditions or family or friends with medical conditions should own.
Nobody can predict when they will need to refer to medications or medical conditions. | highly recommend this book
to everybody. Mrs Symmington

You'll find the most complete data on over 4,000 drugs by brand and generic name, manufacturer and product
category. Y our 2003 PDR provides usage information and warnings, drug interactions, plus more than 2,000 full-size,
full-color photos cross-reference to the drug.



