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John Ressler : Pickin' Stick Building a Stringed Instrument  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Pickin' Stick Building a Stringed Instrument: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good ResourceBy R.BockI bought this book because I'm building 
one. The plans I got are from Instructibles and I wanted to compare them with this book. The book did fill in a gap or 
two from the Instructible plans.The book is well organized with plenty of pictures. The instructions are very clear and 
concise. There are only a few things to improve the book.1) some of the pictures are not as clear as they should be.2) 
the author seems to think that G-D-G tuning is where its at. Most dulcimer books use D-A-D tuning.3) a few simple 
songs would also be helpful for those wanting to play after completing the instrument build.7 of 7 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent bookBy ScruphyI am almost finished with my first pickin stick. This is and 
excellent book, with lots of pictures and detailed instructions. If you are looking to build your first instrument I 
recommend this book highly. It is not my first instrument, but I want lots of variety and I learned a lot from this book.1 
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of 1 people found the following review helpful. but you better have a well equipped wood shop to follow the ...By Sue 
M.Very well illustrated book on making strumsticks, but you better have a well equipped wood shop to follow the 
directions verbatim. I had to do things a bit differently since I don't have many power tools, but the book is so well 
done, I could see how various parts of the instrument were made, and could compromise where tools were lacking on 
my part. Good book, though. I found it very useful.

The pickin stick is an easy-to-play, steel-stringed instrument with a diatonic scale, but it is also the perfect first 
instrument for aspiring luthiers. This illustrated woodworking guide will take you step-by-step as you build, string, 
tune, and play your own pickin stick. From choosing materials to precision woodworking skills, you will learn the ins 
and outs of building wooden instruments. Complete with charts, diagrams, and tips for placing frets and tuning your 
instrument. This guide even has a mini chord book, a guide to playing your pickin stick, and a list of retailers that 
carry the tools and supplies you need for creating your pickin stick and other acoustic instruments.

About the AuthorJohn Ressler is a lifetime woodworker. Building guitars, dulcimers, and other folk instruments 
occupies much of his time away from stair building. He lives in Illinois. 


