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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Kindle edition with live footnotes, navigable chaptersBy
TCAII too often academic editions of classic works are dreadful on the Kindle, with poor proofreading and worse
navigation. But Hackett has gotten it right, and delivered an excellent edition in this reading format. Footnotes are live
links, so you can easily navigate from text to notes and back again without losing the flow of your reading. On the
Kindle touch you can use swipe gestures to jump easily between chapters, which is extremely handy both in reading
and in the classroom.It's frustrating that in early 2012 these qualities should be so rare as to be worthy of comment, but
if you've ever had to deal with a bad Kindle edition of aclassic -- and even otherwise excellent publishers seem to feel
they can get away with this nonsense -- then you'll know that high standards for etexts are not something you can
count on. Where they exist, they deserve praise, garlands, chocolate -- and oh yes (in my opinion), money.Hackett's
priced the text at $3.45, which is considerably cheaper than the paperback. Given the high quality of the extext, this
edition gives value for the money. It provides a better experience for new readers and students than you could get in
the Project Gutenberg version, which uses the Jowett tranglation, | believe. In this edition you get: a text impeccably
formatted for the Kindle; an introduction, bibliography, and notes that are informative but not overly obtrusive; and a
very good tranglation that will be more accessible than many of the alternatives to readers who are new to the book.
Thetrandation islively, readable, and fun. Itsidiomatic English allows readers to appreciate sudden shifts between
formal and informal language, as when Alcibiades, dangerously snarky even when smashed out of hismind, greetsa
more pedantic guest like this: "O Eryximachus, best possible son of the best possible, most temperate father: Hil"As
for what the Symposium is actually about -- | will leave that to the many excellent and informative reviewers who
preceded me. I'm writing under the assumption that you navigated to this page because you've heard of the Symposium
elsewhere, and you are trying to decide which edition to buy, whether for school or for your own pleasure. If you have
never read the book, | promise you that you arein for atreat. Thisisone of the most delightful discussions of the
nature of love that human beings have ever produced, anywhere. If you've ever been in love and felt something bigger
was at stake in this feeling than simple lust, then thisis the book for you to read. It will offer you five (at least)
different perspectives on *why* so many people believe that love is hot just afeeling for another person (though of
courseit isthat) but away of understanding the world and our placein it. Read the darn thing, if not in this edition
than in some other. Y ou won't regret it.0 of O people found the following review helpful. 3 starsBy PamelaMappThis
classic piece is about the base attractions of mankind. It was obviously written in a time when such discussion blurred
the lines between morality and reality. A very interesting look into mankind at that point in history and human society
development.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Imperative reading! By pamporosTo read, and read
again throughout life at any stage - this book is an imperative!

Plato's Symposium is the most literary of all hisworks and one which all students of classics are likely to want to read
whether or not they are studying Plato's philosophy. But the reader does need help in appreciating both the artistry and
the arguments, and in comprehending the social and cultural background against which the 'praise of love' is delivered.
Sir Kenneth Dover provides here a sympathetic and modern edition of the kind that is long overdue. It consists of an
introduction, the Greek text accompanied by avery abbreviated critical apparatus, and a commentary on the text which
isintended to elucidate the Greek, to make the philosophical argument intelligible, and to relate the content of what is
said to the concepts and assumptions of contemporary morality and society. An edition for students of Greek in
universities and the upper forms of schools.

"This commentary ... does three things superbly. It explains Plato's Greek punctiliously, especially the less familiar
constructions, particles, and words that are often loosely or wrongly translated. With arazor's sharpnessit cuts through
sloppy or faulty logic in Plato's Greek. And it provides the necessary background material, whether historical, literary,
sexual, or social.' Greece Rome' ... few books can have given in three pages so informative and at the same time so
provocative an account of Plato's philosophy.' The Times Educational Supplement'Thisis atight-packed, authoritative,
but readable edition.' JA.C.T. BulletinLanguage NotesText: English (trandation) Original Language: GreekFrom the
PublisherLibrary of Liberal Artstitle.



