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Trevor Murphy : Pliny the Elder's Natural History: The Empire in the Encyclopedia  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pliny the Elder's Natural History: The Empire 
in the Encyclopedia: 

7 of 15 people found the following review helpful. OKBy SparrowI do appreciate all of the work and effort the author 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199262888


put into this book. However, I wish there was less of her explanation of the works as it is very distracting. In this case, 
less would be more.12 of 21 people found the following review helpful. $116 for the Kindle edition?By 
BLDSeriously? I can accept many things in this world, but $116 for an ebook is not among them. Surely this has to be 
a mistake in pricing.

Pliny the Elder's Natural History, from first-century Rome, is the most important surviving encyclopedia of the ancient 
world. As a guide to the cultural meanings of everyday things in ancient Rome it is unparalleled. Concentrating on 
Pliny's accounts of foreign lands and peoples, monsters, and barbarians, Trevor Murphy demonstrates the political 
significance of this reference book as a monument to the power of Roman imperial society.

"Murphy takes a provocative new approach as he concentrates on ethnography and geography in Pliny. Murphy argues 
persuasively that reference works are a kind of institutional knowledge, and that military, political, and commercial 
power of Rome provided subject matter for Pliny.... Highly recommended."--ChoiceAbout the AuthorTrevor Murphy 
is Assistant Professor of Classics at the University of California, Berkeley. 


