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H. L. Mencken : Prejudices - First Series  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Prejudices - First Series: 

A book of essays by the author of "The American Language," etc., who has been called "the ablest American critic 
since Poe." A selection from the begining of the first chapter... EVERY now and then, a sense of the futility of their 
daily endeavors falling suddenly upon them, the critics of Christendom turn to a somewhat sour and depressing 
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consideration of the nature and objects of their own craft. That is to say, they turn to criticizing criticism. What is it in 
plain words? What is its aim, exactly stated in legal terms? How far can it go? What good can it do? What is its normal 
effect upon the artist and the work of art? Such a spell of self-searching has been in progress for several years past, and 
the critics of various countries have contributed theories of more or less lucidity and plausibility to the discussion. 
Their views of their own art, it appears, are quite as divergent as their views of the arts they more commonly deal with. 
One group argues, partly by direct statement and partly by attacking all other groups, that the one defensible purpose 
of the critic is to encourage the virtuous and oppose the sinfulin brief, to police the fine arts and so hold them in tune 
with the moral order of the world. Another group, repudiating this constabulary function, argues hotly that the arts 
have nothing to do with morality whatsoever that their concern is solely with pure beauty. A third group holds that the 
chief aspect of a work of art, particularly in the field of literature, is its aspect as psychological documentthat if it 
doesn't help men to know themselves it is nothing. A fourth group reduces the thing to an exact science, and sets up 
standards that resemble algebraic formulaethis is the group of metrists, of contrapuntists and of those who gabble of 
light-waves. And so, in order, follow groups five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, each with its theory and its proofs.


