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James P. DeWan, Chicago Tribune Staff : Prep School: How to Improve Your Kitchen Skills and Cooking 
Techniques  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Prep 
School: How to Improve Your Kitchen Skills and Cooking Techniques: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Prep School Is A Real Winner!!By Richard The Buying 
HeartedAnyone who ever worked in a restaurant will tell you that 'prep' is the key to turning out fine meals in volume 
and any chef will tell you the same for individual dishes and meals. This book tells you how to get ready to be a Ninja 
Chef and outclass those neighbors who still use the haphazard home method of doling out the ingredients while 
cooking the meal. It's full of tricks and tips for the beginner to the pro. I highly recommend this as an essential volume 
in any serious cook's cookbook collection. It's as basic a kitchen tool as a mortar and pestle or a knife.16 of 17 people 
found the following review helpful. Useless without an indexBy Marianne MantellAnother example of a cookbook 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572841982


whose author/editor (if any)/publisher have not bothered to look at the e-book version. Recipes start in the middle of a 
page. Worst of all, there is no index, not even a table of contents. This in effect makes the book unusable.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Very happy to add this to my cookbook collectionBy Rae L.This is a book to read 
in pieces, a how-to reference book, so I am reviewing based on the sections I've read so far. As a woman who knows 
her way around a kitchen I was impressed and grateful for the resource. Forewarned by the reviews complaining about 
formatting problems, I downloaded it instead to my Cloud Reader, and it worked fine. The Table of Contents was clear 
to understand and hyperlinked within the book. The wealth of information impressed me greatly, and in the first half 
hour of reading I learned so much to add to my already decent knowledge of prepping techniques. The photographs are 
sharp and useful.

Finalist for 2014 International Association of Culinary Professionals' Best Compilation Cookbook AwardPrep School 
is the ultimate collection of the weekly Chicago Tribune column of the same name, written by culinary instructor and 
award-winning food writer James P. DeWan. This compilation is focused on teaching readers how to become better 
cooks, from amateurs who are learning to cook for themselves or their families to professional and gourmet chefs who 
are searching to perfect their technique. Illustrated with full-color photography and a plethora of simple, plainspoken 
instructions, Prep School is an easy go-to guide for becoming more adept at any kitchen skill.Prep School is filled with 
more than 50 delicious recipes, as well as insightful and straightforward tips on knife skills, preparation techniques, 
pantry essentials, holiday meals, and general advice on how to make your kitchen as user-friendly as possible. Before 
any home cook or professional chef picks up a cookbook, they should first pick up Prep School and be sure to take 
DeWan's advice to heart. His recommendations on improving kitchen efficiency and ease, along with his in-depth 
knowledge of shortcuts and cooking common sense, make DeWan the perfect teacher for any aspiring culinary student.

Awards and Praise for James P. DeWan's Prep School:2014 Finalist for International Association of Culinary 
Professionals (IACP) Award for Best Compilation Cookbook"[James P. DeWan]'s column takes sometimes difficult 
techniques and breaks them down for home cooks in a focused, straightforward, often funny and always helpful 
manner." Joe Gray, Chicago Tribune"[Prep School]'s intention is to teach readers how to become better cooks, and this 
involves understanding the basics of prep work and good kitchen skills. . . . Add color photos throughout and you have 
an exceptional winner for cooks at any level of expertise." Midwest Book "From cooking with booze to conquering 
crab cakes, reading James P. DeWan's column has helped me graduate from cooking like I still live in a college dorm." 
RedEye 


