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William K. Bentley, James M. Corbett : Prison Slang: Words and Expressions Depicting Life Behind Bars 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Prison Slang: Words 
and Expressions Depicting Life Behind Bars: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. AccurateBy Lew TroopA good buddy of mine is doing 25 to life on 
a murder one charge and I'm working on a book about his crime. I saw this book and thought, well, maybe that adds 
some colour. As with any book that's a dictionary of slang the true accuracy can only be determined who knows the 
topic and can say yea or no. On the phone I ran quite a few by him and he told me they were correct or regionalisms 
or....but in the main the words here are correct and, depending where you are, accurate. The authors are careful to note 
on each word whether it's archaic or more likely to be found in English speaking prisons in other countries but they've 
done their research and if they say it's accurate, it's accurate. Just to give it an acid test, I wrote another friend in 
another prison heavily larding the letter with slang. I got back a bemused letter asking me who I was hanging out with 
currently? Where did I learn all that? But that's just another "review" as to the accuracy of the definitions. I cannot 
know why you might want this but it's interesting even if you have nothihg to do with any prison, prisoner or the legal 
system in general. Worthwhile to its purpose0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Very Colorful 
ReadBy Randall Radic"Prison Slang" is the most comprehensive guide to prison slang on the market. Published in 
1992, the terms are still relevant and widely used in America's jails and prisons across the nation. If you want to open a 
window into the lives and minds of America's incarcerated class, then "Prison Slang" is the book for you."Prison 
Slang" is divided into 15 categorical sections, making it easy to understand the context of the terms 
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presented:InstitutionalizationSentencingServing TimeInmatesAssociatesCommunicationSexualityCigarettes 
FoodDrugs AlcoholTattoosViolenceSecurity AuthorityParole RecordsDeath in PrisonGetting OutOver time, terms 
morph into new terms. Old terms are thrown away and new terms take their place. One of the great features of "Prison 
Slang" is in keeping the archaic terms in place, but connecting them with the new terms that have taken their place. In 
this regard, "Prison Slang" remains the leading book of prison slang from the 1960s through current day.If you are 
interested in learning the vernacular of America's convicts, preparing for a term of incarceration, or studying 
incarceration and those incarcerated, "Prison Slang" by William K. Bentley and James M. Corbett is the book for 
you.20 of 20 people found the following review helpful. First rateBy henryraddick@hotmail.comWith my wayward 
brother George doing another spell in the jug this guide helped me learn all about prison argot. It gives me no pleasure 
to see him there behind the glass with his botched tattoo, looking all forlorn and grovelling for phone-cards, but at 
least I can now ask him whether he's yet been hammed by any of his wing's gravy hounds; which is a start.

This comprehensive collection of prison jargon is rich and well worth study. A complete overview of prison life is 
available in these words. About 1,000 topically arranged words and expressions deal with institutional life in general, 
the criminal justice system, gangs, violence, drugs, sex, types and characteristics of inmates, the underground 
economy, social mores, slang, women, and ethnic slurs. While some of these words are almost humorous in nature, 
others are blunt in depicting a way of life rarely seen.

"a unique and authoritative resource" -- Booklist/RBB"describes the full range of prison experience" -- RQ"no other 
dictionary covering criminal cant can boast the same authority...important" -- Wilson Library Bulletin 


