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Jonathan E. Lighter : Random House Historical Dictionary of American Slang, Vol. 2: H-O  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Random House Historical Dictionary of 
American Slang, Vol. 2: H-O: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A welcome addition to my whimsical libraryBy 
Research4PurchaseBe sure to read up on the background and life of the author, Jonathan E. Lighter. It will give you a 
a greater appreciation for the effort behind the series. Fortunately our academia fosters the ability for brilliant work, 
albeit sometimes disputable as to its benefits, to appear. This book (series) is a rare pleasure for those who dabble but 
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also an important accomplishment for linguistics/etymology. Do not expect it to answer your every question on the 
origin of every colloquialism you encounter, as even some words of slang not very old are not found in it; rather take 
the book as an enlightening exploration of how much of everyday slang is forged in the bowels of cultural trends.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Randon House Historical Dictionary of American Slang, Vol. 2 H-OBy 
CharliePurchased Vol. 1 back in the eighties when it was launched and always wanted to completed the collection. 
Found this used one, but of very good quality, at a fraction of the price. Can't wait to have the last one (Vol. 3) to 
finish the set.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful ResourceBy mlsI have the first volume and 
this one. They are incredible! Just wish I could locate a copy of the last volume.

The only historical dictionary of slang -- spanning three hundred years of slang use in America.

From Library JournalIn 1947 Random House launched its first dictionary, the celebrated American College 
Dictionary. Today, half a century later, the publisher is recognized as one of the premier lexicographic houses in North 
America, noted for its careful attention to new vocabulary, both standard and nonstandard. Fittingly, Random House 
marks its 50th anniversary in the dictionary business with these two major publications, both of which will be familiar 
to librarians. Volume 2 (H-O) of the slang dictionary, which adds about 10,000 main entries to the corpus, maintains 
the impressive quality that distinguished Volume 1 (LJ 8/94). The final volume (Q-Z) is scheduled for publication in 
2000. This is simply the best slang dictionary ever compiled, and all but the smallest public and academic libraries 
should have it. The College Dictionary, a descendant of the aforementioned American College Dictionary, first 
appeared under its current title six years ago (LJ 6/15/91). The new edition is a thorough update, offering first-rate 
coverage and treatment of American English as used in the mid-1990s. For instance, "chat room" is here, as is the 
latest connotation of "closure." It competes well with other dictionaries in its class, including Merriam Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary (LJ 9/1/93) and the American Heritage College Dictionary (1993. 3d ed.). Essential for most 
collections.?Ken Kister, author of "Best Encyclopedias," Tampa, Fla.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
"A landmark publication, at one stroke sweeping its predecessors into the shade . . . It is one of those rare books that 
prompts the realization that you have never seen the subject in such sharp focus before."--John A. Simpson, Chief 
Editor, Oxford English Dictionary"A monumental book."--The New York Times"Will do for nonstandard English 
what the Oxford English Dictionary did for the whole language".--William Safire"No one has ever created a scholarly 
work that is more fun."--Newsweek"The funniest . . . work of profound lexicographical slang-scholarship ever 
published . . . The book belongs on every patriotice coffee table."--Nicholson Baker, The New of Books"A browser's 
joy . . . an awesome tribute to the American popular imagination."--Boston GlobeFrom the Inside FlapThe only 
historical dictionary of slang -- spanning three hundred years of slang use in America. 


