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Elaine Costello : Random House Webster's Unabridged American Sign Language Dictionary  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Random House Webster's Unabridged 
American Sign Language Dictionary: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. great startBy ShepHere's the thing... ASL changes constantly. Also 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0375426167


there are many ways to sign a word or phrase. This dictionary will give you a great reference and start. But if someone 
corrects you on a word be willing to understand that just because the dictionary says it is signed one way doesn't mean 
that's the current way or only way.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Perfect for students of ASLBy 
MommyGFast shipping, as stated in perfect condition and a great deal for a very necessary but expensive book for my 
studies!It's very comprehensive and does a good job of explaining the motion of the hands and most importantly (in 
my opinion) why the sign came about. For Americans who speak English, ASL is learning a new language and to 
remember that the sign for "learn" is like taking from a book to your head, makes it easier. I would recommend this for 
anyone who is studying ASL, although I think it would be a little comprehensive for someone who is just trying to 
learn without proper instruction. You need proper instruction to learn the true language of ASL, as the structure of 
sentences is not like the spoken language.A great book, I'm glad I finally got it, I wish I could carry everywhere, but 
I'll buy an abridged version of this to carry with me.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good resourceBy 
mto3This has been a good resource for me as I attempt to communicate with a young lady in my Sunday School class 
who has no hearing (and is also legally blind!). The Dictionary has most of the words I need, but it is not specifically 
written for religious use and therefore is missing a few words I needed (e.g. manger - for telling the Christmas story). I 
also wish there was more information on adding endings to words and changing tenses, etc. A thesaurus within the 
book would be helpful, as well, but with all that information perhaps the book would be too unwieldy. One great 
feature is the provision of alternate signs for certain words. People in different areas sometimes use different signs for 
the same idea, so if a person doesn't understand one sign, you can try one of the alternate signs.As it is, this dictionary 
is a pretty thorough book - but it is just a dictionary. You will still need other resources to help you speak ASL 
effectively.

The Random House Websters Unabridged American Sign Language Dictionary is a treasury of over 5,600 signs for 
the novice and experienced user alike. It includes complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations. 
There is also a subject index for easy reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.
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