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Ammon Shea : Reading the OED: One Man, One Year, 21,730 Pages  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reading the OED: One Man, One Year, 21,730 Pages: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Word Lovers OnlyBy C.TippitI purchased this book with the 
intoxicating title for a friend. Thankfully, before I wrapped it, I perused it and then just sat down and read and became 
infatuated with the concept, the delivery, and with the mirth I experienced. So I purchased an additional three books, 
keeping one for myself, and the other two for my daughters. If you like words, not just for what they convey, but for 
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their revelations of the intricacies of the English language and for the amazing breadth of meanings and innuendos, 
this book is for you. If you like sitting with a book in one hand and a paper and pencil at the ready, this book is for 
you. If you have friends or relatives who will put up with your trying out obtuse and long-dead words on them, this is 
for you.The introductions to all the chapters are fascinating and telling "essays" of their own. Under R you will be 
introduced to the esoteric world of lexicographers. Chapter E contains an overview of dictionaries.... In the meantime 
you are amassing a precious list of words that you intend to work into your writing, if not your daily speech. (When 
you use the "dead" word within your writing, you can asterisk it and give an explanation at the bottom of your 
letter.)Shea has provided us with a tantalizing journey. Wonderful, and jocoserious.Celia L. TippitAstoria, OR1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Pick out fun wordsBy SGGA fun way to learn new words specially chosen 
by the man who made it his project to browse the dictionary for a year. It's greatly enjoyable.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Read All of the Oxford English Dictionary? What a Scream!By Frank BellizziAmmon Shea 
chronicles his year-long reading of the Oxford English Dictionary. All 20 volumes. Even the bibliography. That's 59 
million words, give or take a few thousand, in one year. Along the way, he talks about some of the more interesting 
words he encounters, a different section for each letter of the alphabet. Who knew that someone who loves to read 
dictionaries could be so interesting? Give this book a try. You won't be disappointed. It's one of the funniest, most-
entertaining reads ever.

An obsessive word lover's account of reading the entire Oxford English Dictionary, hailed as "the Super Size Me of 
lexicography.""I'm reading the OED so you don't have to," says Ammon Shea on his slightly masochistic journey to 
scale the word lover's Mount Everest: the Oxford English Dictionary. In 26 chapters filled with sharp wit, sheer 
delight, and a documentarian's keen eye, Shea shares his year inside the OED, delivering a hair-pulling, eye-crossing 
account of reading every word.


