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14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A step beyond textbook RussianBy Stella FitzgibbonsIf you have 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0071474862


mastered the grammar and have a good vocabulary, this book will go beyond the slang dictionaries to how Russian 
slang is used. You wouldn't trot out these expressions at a diplomatic event, but you will likely hear them used around 
you and to you, so this is a valuable start on learning the way people talk in everyday life. The dialogs make the 
context (students planning a party, young women shopping etc.) clear, and there's an excellent glossary with each 
chapter and at the end of the book. A good way to improve listening comprehension...after all there are only so many 
subtitled Russian movies you can watch.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great addition to the 
streetwise seriesBy CustomerIt's about time they made a streetwise Russian slang book. I actually waited for this book 
since last year. They are Russian slang books but not as good as the streetwise series.If you want to know about 
Russian slang, this is a really good book. It starts off with dialogues - Russian and English together - then the 
vocabulary and synonyms for them, then some exercises to strengthen your memory for the slang and close off the 
chapter with a bit of cultural notes.This book is designed for the intermediary level, so a good basic Russian 
background such as reading and understanding is required because it is written in Cyrillic.I'd recommend this book to 
anyone who wants to take a step further in Russian.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Nice Try, 
But...By R. OganThe book seems to be set up in much the same way as other slang books for foreign languages. There 
is a conversation in Russian translated into English, then essential vocabulary, and then some exercises.Usually the 
conversation is loosely translated into English for comprehension's sake, then later in the vocabulary section, the literal 
meaning of the slang word or phrase is given along with grammatical information. This book's vocabulary section just 
repeats the same loose translation of the word without giving the student further insight into meaning and grammatical 
use. We are left guessing what the word means in a non-slang context and we are not sure how to use the word, 
especially if it is a verb. The use of verbs are very confusing in this work.I teach languages for a living, and I have 
taught myself about ten. I taught myself Polish and became fluent in it. The fact that this book confuses someone who 
has been a student and teacher of languages for some 30 years is a sign that this book is not a good one.The audio is 
also not very good. It does not sound like it was professionally recorded. It sounds like someone recorded it in a 
bathroom or something. The speakers also speak way too fast. This was a huge disappointment since I think audio is 
such an essential part of language learning.I am in chapter 3, and I plan to continue until I finish the book, but it will 
take a lot of effort on my part to find out the information that the author left out. I have good dictionaries and reference 
material, so I will get most of it on my own, but the author could have saved us the extra work by providing exact 
translations and good grammar points in the book. If the author had put forth an effort, I think he could have written a 
better book.

The next best thing to a year in Russia! Streetwise Russian with Audio CD offers you a unique opportunity to learn 
first-hand how Russian is actually spoken. With the help of more than 25 everyday dialogues performed by native 
speakers, you pick up on the idioms, colloquialisms, slang, and vulgarisms currently used by people from all walks of 
life. Fascinating features help explain the cultural attitudes behind many expressions. And exercises enable you to flex 
your comprehension and conversational skills. Includes one 75-minute audio CD.
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