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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good summaryBy Mark E. WarnerBook provided a good summary 
of the very hard to get classic. Quick read that made me want to read the original.5 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. Waste of time and moneyBy JJTo say this was poorly edited would be a huge understatement. 
Assuming the original is actually good, this does it a massive disservice. Don't waste your time or money on this 
summary.

Twelve Against the Gods: The Story of Adventure is a 1929 collection of short and exquisitely written biographical 
essays on the lives of such famed adventurers as Alexander the Great, Casanova, Christopher Columbus, Napoleon, 
and Isadora Duncan. The author, William Bolitho, celebrates the contradictions and bipolar tensions that live inside 
and often drive even historys most celebrated heroes. In this book, we present a summary of the key figures in 
Bolithos classic and pull key lessons both professional and personal that we can learn from these towering figures. 
Although all the greats featured in the book lived ages ago, the principles by which they lived their lives hold valuable 
lessons for those of us in contemporary times. All were wildly successful in their chosen fields and we aim to distill 
key business, leadership and personal lessons from these. Each chapter delves into the life on one of the characters 
from the classic book, tracing their path to success (and ultimate ruin) while highlighting the key lessons to be 
gleaned. The classic book itself is hard to find because it has long been out of print but we attempt to capture its 
essence in this book. However, if you find an old used copy, buy it without a moments hesitation. It is well worth it!


