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K. Hume : Surviving Your Academic Job Hunt: Advice for Humanities PhDs  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Surviving Your Academic Job Hunt: Advice for 
Humanities PhDs: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very thoroughBy AJCSome aspects of the job market have changed 
since this book was written, but there is a lot of valuable information in this book aside from those things... especially 
for those of us whose departments/advisors haven't prepared us at all for the interviewing and beyond. The book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0230109462


thorough, including sample letters/CVs/etc., examples of things that happened to people on the job market that the 
author knows, and chapters on how to approach the job once you've landed it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy HJAn essential for someone going out in the academic job market. A dismal outlook, yet a 
truthful one2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Make it required reading!By recent PHDIt is difficult to 
truly describe the extent to which this book is a God-send for academic job seekers. Hume has been on the job market 
advice scene for many years, and is therefore able to offer an astute reading of trends in academic hiring and a no-
nonsense approach to getting and keeping a job, in additiont to outlining the nuts and bolts of what search committees 
are looking for. I would say that this book should be required reading for anyone even CONSIDERING going to grad 
school, because it provides a practical picture of the profession that few of us, sadly, did not get when we first signed 
on as bright-eyed neophytes.

This candid book dispenses essential advice for academic job hunters and gives them the skills and knowledge to land 
a job in the humanities. Fully revised and updated, this book offers a comprehensive look at the do's and don'ts of the 
application and interview process and provides indispensable tips and a variety of practical tools.

"This 'survival manual' should be required reading for every doctoral student in the humanities who intends to pursue 
an academic career. In a realistic rather than idealistic approach, Professor Hume offers under one cover candid 
information not only for ABD's about to enter the job market but also for assistant professors during their first years in 
a tenure-track appointment. Written in engaging prose, this volume is a road map for success that stretches from sage 
advice for conference and campus interviews to departmental politics. The appendix contains many model examples of 
letters of application and of documents that doctoral students must submit when applying for their first faculty 
position." - Edward V. Williams, Ph.D., The Pennsylvania State University "Deft, detailed, unerring, candid, upbeat, 
and filled with examples (including sample CVs and cover letters appropriate to various fields in the humanities, with 
variations for applying to schools that emphasize teaching and institutions emphasizing research), this is the best book 
of its kind that I've ever seen. It will be essential to job hunters all across the humanities. Those who own a copy and 
follow its counsel will enhance their employment prospects about tenfold. Those who don't will find themselves at a 
tremendous disadvantage. Highly recommended to graduate students, untenured junior faculty, and their mentors." - 
David Cowart, Louise Fry Scudder Professor of Humanities, University of South CarolinaAbout the 
AuthorKATHRYN HUMEEdwin Erle Sparks Professor of English, Pennsylvania State University, USA. She is the 
author of Fantasy and Mimesis: Responses to Reality in Western Literature, Pynchon's Mythography: An Approach to 
Gravity's Rainbow, Calvino's Fictions: Cogito and Cosmos, and American Dream, American Nightmare: Fiction Since 
1960. 


