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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Finally an affordable Woodman and Martin commentaryBy 
fidistriaThe editors of this volume are two of the greatest Tacitean scholars of the late 20th/early 21st century, and 
Woodman; here they tackle the pivotal 4th book of the Annals, and, unlike their Cambridge commentary on the third 
book, this edition is actually affordable.It is true that this text, like other 'Green and Yellow' editions, is not for a 
beginner: vocabulary is not provided, and the ability to work out Latin prose, and even tricky Tacitean prose, is 
assumed. Nevertheless, there are good introductory essays on Tacitus' career, style, and general methods. The 
commentary focuses on literary technique and structure, not just within Book IV, but within the entire Annals, 
provides some grammatical aid, and points out many references and allusions to other authors and events, touching as 
well on major interpretive issues in Tacitean studies. This is the most valuable part of any commentary, I think, and it 
is particularly well done here. It is so hard and requires so much experience to be able to identify what makes a 
passage seem familiar, or where that familiarity might come from, or to understand exactly the force of a particular 
word in the particular way it is used. In that respect, Woodman and Martin are excellent guides, although most readers 
will probably not agree with all of their comments.2 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Good text, 
horrible ideaBy Shaun Juan DemarcoFirst, I'm not sure if the other reviewer knows what he/she is talking about. It 
should be mentioned straight off this is only one book of the "Annals", and is not meant as a history book. This is the 
latin text meant for latin students. Reading this book will not give you a great understanding of history, as you will 
likely be trying to disseminate the latin as your primary task. Yes, the Annals are a good read for history courses/fun, 
but that person would not be reading this version.Second, the reviewer talks about the history of Augustus. Had he/she 
read this product the author might make note that this is book 4 of the Annals, the one in which Tacitus discusses the 
flawed character of Tiberius. A completely different person.Anyway, on to the review:Up front, know this is a Latin 
text that does not include beginner helping aids such as macrons. Furthermore, the text does not distinguish between 
"u" and "v", which afterall were the same letter to the Romans anyways. Therefore, you have to be on top of your 
Latin a little bit to distinguish such things as the difference between "summa" and "summa" - one being the accusative 
plural and the other being the ablative singular. This is done by context, which is not usually a tool employed by many 
beginning (or even some intermediate) Latin learners. Some students, like myself, may have used other Cambridge 
texts in class.Ok, the text. The text is standard Latin. There's about 60 pages or so of solid Latin. A big, intimidating 
wall of Latin. While there are no macrons, I did find the punctuation to be rather well done and blocks off chunks of 
the text you can look at in parts. However, this wall of text starts my quibble with this edition.This book is not user-
friendly for students or intermediate level readers. I use "user-friendly" relative to my ability. I have a minor in Latin 
from a decent program and some amount of independent reading under my belt. I recently read Bolchazy-Carducci's 
edition of Selections From the Satyricon and found the amount of help to be a bit much. (As a quick overview: lots of 
vocab help, listing almost every ablative absolute in the first half of the text etc.) I consider myself still learning the 
language, but by no means do I consider myself inadequate at being able to translate authentic latin with help.On the 
other hand you have this book. There is absolutely no vocab listing, grammar aids or explanations are extremely rare, 
and translation help for more difficult passages/word combinations (idioms etc.) is hardly to be seen. The 
approximately 200 pages of notes is mostly a

The fourth book of Tacitus' Annals has been described as "the best that Tacitus ever wrote." It covers the years AD 23-
28, starting when Tacitus noted a significant deterioration in the principate of the emperor Tiberius, and the 
increasingly malign influence of his "evil genius" Sejanus. R.H. Martin and A.J. Woodman present an improved text 
of Annals IV, explain in detail the difficulties and unusual features of Tacitus' Latin, and discuss the dramatic, 
structural and literary qualities of the narrative. They also discuss the political, moral and stylistic dimensions of the 
Roman historiographical tradition. Though intended primarily as a textbook for undergraduates and high school 
students, this edition will interest scholars of Latin literature and Roman history as well.

Language NotesText: English, Latin 


