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Dean John Champion : The American Dictionary of Criminal Justice: Key Terms and Major Court Cases 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The American 
Dictionary of Criminal Justice: Key Terms and Major Court Cases: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Criminal Justice DictionaryBy VTI am enjoying the use of this 
Dictionary. Words that are not defined in the Criminal Justice book I am currently reading for my studies are easily 
found in this dictionary. Towards the back of the book there is a section devoted to U.S. Supreme Court Cases. These 
cases are in alphabetical order, and there is even a guide to assist those who are not familiar with the reading citations. 
This dictionary was a great buy for me. It is helping me in my Criminal Justice studies.0 of 0 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810854066


following review helpful. Excellent!By Danny YuThis neat little book is a great reference for any criminal justice 
major, or even casual individual. The definitions are insightful, brief, and concise.The Supreme Court cases are the 
strong points of this book. Good background and gives you what you need to know, without excess information to 
confuse you.Whether it's looking up something for class or just curiousity, this is a good book to pick up.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy MsMarieWas very helpful.

The Third Edition of The American Dictionary of Criminal Justice in hardback is an ideal reference volume for 
libraries, agencies, and offices that serve those who need ready access to criminal justice information. Like any good 
dictionary, this resource will assist practitioners as well as students in writing reports and papers and understanding 
terminology in journal articles. Over 5,000 terms, concepts, and names are included in the new edition, as well as over 
125 new U.S. Supreme Court cases.The dictionary's interdisciplinary approach greatly enhances its effectiveness as a 
"one-stop" resource. Students will no longer need to waste precious study time seeking out definitions in numerous 
specialized sources. Many definitions are accompanied by examples from the research literature, illustrating how the 
terms apply in particular contexts.Key terms cut across the following areas: criminal law, criminal justice, forensics, 
gangs, computers and computer crime, criminal investigations, criminology, criminological theory, corrections, 
probation and parole, courts and sentencing, rules of criminal procedure, constitutional law, policing and police-
community relations, jails and prisons, white-collar crime, sodomy laws, civil rights, tort law, victimization, juvenile 
law, Section 1983 actions, capital punishment, electronic surveillance, fines and asset forfeiture, deadly force, search 
and seizure, wrongful convictions, the Prison Litigation Reform Act of 1995, and the Antiterrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act of 1996.The dictionary includes numerous illustrations, figures, and tables that provide users with 
visual portrayals of important criminal justice facts. A comprehensive listing of over 30 doctoral programs in criminal 
justice is provided, together with useful contact information.An extensive listing of Internet sites is provided for 
locating useful information regarding important topics associated with law enforcement, the courts, and corrections. 
Also featured are listings of all pr

From BooklistWritten by a criminal justice professor at Texas AM University, this resource defines or identifies key 
terms and persons in criminology and the justice system and summarizes the most recent and pertinent U.S. Supreme 
Court cases. The goal is to bring together in an updated single work information that undergraduate students need in 
their research. The publisher notes that 5,000 terms, concepts, and names are included in this edition as well as 125 
new Court cases. The first part of the volume is the "Dictionary of Terms." Entries are short, and the writing is clear 
and succinct. Included are a number of separate entries on gangs and juveniles and many national justice 
organizations. Community policing is defined, and Zylon protective armor is identified along with the modern 
technology of Geographical profiling and the nonlethal TASER weapon. Individuals ranging from criminologists like 
Eleanor and Sheldon Glueck to criminals like Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski are included. It is not clear why some 
non-American terms, such as Cut-purse, are defined.The second part of the work, "U.S. Supreme Court Cases," covers 
mainly the past few decades in an A-Z format by case name. The author's objectivity when writing on controversial 
cases is notable. Cross-references from entries in this section to entries in the dictionary enable users to move easily to 
short definitions of pertinent terms. The helpful indexes and appendixes include an index of cases by topic, a list of 
doctoral programs in criminal justice, a topical listing of Internet sites, and addresses of probation and parole 
agencies.This is a fine, current, reasonably priced resource, accomplishing what it sets out to do. Although it will be 
especially useful in academic libraries, public libraries needing a one-volume work on criminal justice will also find it 
valuable. Arthur MeyersCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved This is a fine, current, 
reasonably priced resource, accomplishing what it sets out to do. Although it will be especially useful in academic 
libraries, public libraries needing a one-volume work on criminal justice will also find it valuable. (Booklist, 
5/15/2005)This is the finest one-volume dictionary for American criminal justice and relevant landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court cases. The material is so well written and presented that it is an essential purchase for public, college, and 
university libraries. (American Reference Books Annual)The new edition of this resource for students, practitioners, 
and others who need access to criminal justice information contains 125 new U.S. Supreme Court cases, as well as 
over 5000 terms, concepts, and names. Champion...uses an interdisciplinary approach, pulling together key terms and 
concepts from diverse areas and illustrating how the terms apply in particular contexts. Following the Terms Section, 
there is an alphabetized and indexed section in which the most recent and significant Supreme Court cases are 
summarized - highlight major facts, holdings, and rationales. An innovative feature of these listings is the full citation, 
including the first and last names of parties, organizations, or boards. (Reference and Research Book News)About the 
AuthorDean John Champion is professor of criminal justice at Texas AM International University in Laredo, TX. Dr. 
Champion has taught at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville, California State University-Long Beach, and Minot 
State University. He has written more than 30 texts and edited works and maintains memberships in 11 professional 
organizations. He is a lifetime member of the American Society of Criminology, the Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences, and the American Sociological Association. He is former editor of the ACJS/Anderson series on Issues in 



Crime and Justice (1993-1996) and the Journal of Crime and Justice (1995-1998). He is a contributing author for the 
Encarta Encyclopedia 2000 for Microsoft. He was the visiting scholar for the National Center for Juvenile Justice in 
1992 and is president of the Midwestern Criminal Justice Association. 


