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Matthew Y. Chen : Tone Sandhi: Patterns across Chinese Dialects (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tone Sandhi: Patterns across 
Chinese Dialects (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ComprehensiveBy Anthony J. BybellComprehensive is certainly one 
word that comes to mind when reading this book. Most of Chen's research spans around the Northern dialects such as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521033403


Wu as they exhibit some of the most interesting and complex sandhi phenomena of all the Chinese dialects. (e.g., 
dialects such as Shanghainese show evidence of an aborted evolution to transforming into a stress-based language.) On 
the flip side, Southern dialects such as Cantonese are virtually untouched by sandhi and have rich tone inventories 
inside and across word boundaries and have preserved much of the flavor of Middle Chinese.All in all an excellent 
read for serious scholars of Chinese languages. Be warned that this is by no means an introductory text, however those 
with a background in linguistics or computer science would be able to jump right into it.

Matthew Chen's landmark study offers the most comprehensive analysis to date of the rich and complex patterns of 
tone used in Chinese languages. Chinese has a wide repertoire of tones that undergo often surprising changes when 
they are connected in speech flow. This tonal alternation is known as tone sandhi. Chen examines tone sandhi 
phenomena across a variety of Chinese dialects. His book is the culmination of a ten-year research project and 
explores a range of important theoretical issues against a wealth of empirical data not previously accessible to linguists.

"Well-structured, comprehensive and reader-friendly, the book is a genuine encyclopedia of Chinese tone sandhi..." 
Language"A valuable book that will be of great interest to all phonologists, as well as students of Chinese linguistics." 
General Linguistics 


