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From Yale University Press : Trame: A Contemporary Italian Reader  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Trame: A Contemporary Italian Reader: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very worthwhile book.By Denise ThompsonTrame is a great book 
for advanced learners. The readings are challenging and being a foreign language teacher myself I find the exercises 
some of the best I've seen. This is not for the faint of heart but you'll learn alot and if you're in a group it sparks good 
conversation.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy Steven J. BelknapRecieved 
expeditiously in great shape. Stories have vocabulary lists and exercises to help with language acquisition. Authors are 
prominent Italians with great short stories to enjoy.2 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Brand new, light 
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weightBy Beatriz GarciaI liked that it was brand new and it was exactly the book I needed for the class, also light 
weight and medium sized so it doesn't take up a lot of space in my backpack.

Trame: A Contemporary Italian Reader brings together short stories, poems, interviews, excerpts from movie scripts 
and novels, and other works by 33 renowned authors. The readings cover familiar themesyouth, family, immigration, 
politics, womens voices, identityfrom the fresh perspective of a new generation of Italian writers. By presenting a rich 
array of materials and many points of view, Trame highlights the cultural complexity of contemporary Italy. Each text 
is accompanied by a diverse selection of activities and exercises that help students read authentic texts and build their 
language skills. These include: pre-reading activities that introduce important themes; vocabulary lists with definitions 
in Italian; writing exercises; post-reading activities in discussion and analysis. With its range of readings and exercises, 
Trame is designed to be easily adaptable to instructors different needs and class levels. It is ideally suited to high-
intermediate and advanced Italian language and culture courses. 

I have really enjoyed teaching third-year Italian students with Trame: A Contemporary Italian Reader. The short 
stories, passages from novels, films scripts, poems, and journalistic pieces anthologized here offer a wide array of 
themes and levels of linguistic sophistication. The pre-reading activities are engaging, and the post-reading questions 
are really well done and provoke good discussions. I expect to teach with Trame for years to come."Jonathan Druker, 
Illinois State University 


