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University of Virginia Off the Record): 

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not Sure What The Person Below Is Talking AboutBy MeghanI 
bought this book, and nowhere does it talk about people camping out for UVA-Duke football games ... nor does it ever 
refer to UVA as U of V or anything of that sort.Back to why I love this book ...It's the uncensored truth about UVA. 
You've got kids from all walks of life telling all, everything you could ever want to know about the campus, the 
people, the police, the culture, the administration, the food, the dorms, the parties, and more.My favorite section of the 
book was the "Inside Scoop" - where you will find a list of campus slang and traditions. It's pretty cool, you can act 
and sound like you've been at UVA for years, without even setting foot on campus.This is the perfect book to sit on 
your coffee table at home. It's bound to get a ton of laughs and stir up some good old controversy while you debate 
over whether or not the girls were hotter than the guys ...All in all, this is an excellent resource for students 
considering UVA - and perfect for Alumni, like myself, that want to reminisce on the good ol' days.Cheers!

College guides written by students for students Your ultimate source for honest, unbiased information, College 
Prowler delivers an inside look at the University of Virginia, straight from the students mouths. Complete with 
hundreds of student quotes, grades, stats, and reviews, this student-written guide offers a comprehensive collection of 
information about UVA. See how students rate their campus when it s time to look beyond the brochures and talk 
about the issues that really matter.Introduction from the Author Introduction from the Author Ever since ground was 
broken in the fall of 1817, the University of Virginia has remained tied to its roots, its history, and to founding father 
Thomas Jefferson s ideals. Jefferson once wrote: knowledge is power, knowledge is safety, knowledge is happiness. 
Certainly these words of insight have been instilled into every soft red brick, every arch, and every student s mind at 
the University. The staff and students of UVA genuinely believe in Jefferson s principles and in the importance of 
intellect, but even more than that, Virginia students value one another s beliefs and cherish the ability to just relax, 
breathe, and take in all there is out there. Coming into UVA, I must admit I was less than excited. I knew it was a great 
school academically, and I remember hearing the phrase the Harvard of the South multiple times from my father - who 
was also quick to point out how great a deal its in-state tuition was (and it really is). But there were things that scared 
me about the school: the notorious Greek life that seemed to infest the social scene, the enormous size of the student 
body, and the fact that my social security number was all that distinguished me from other students at summer 
orientation. But not a month after graduation, I find that the longer I stay, the harder it is for me to leave. 
Charlottesville and UVA have their hooks in me. As I walk around Grounds and watch as the summer session students 
race to their classes, I wonder if they have had a chance to lie under the trees on the Lawn and look up towards the 
Rotunda; I wonder if they have had the chance to realize what a beautiful, inspiring place this is. I wish you the best of 
luck in your college search, wherever you end up. I hope this book brings greater insight into the real experience at the 
University of Virginia, and, if you happen to someday find yourself walking around Jefferson s Grounds, I wish you 
some of the same affection and love that I have gradually gained for this place. Miriam M. Nicklin, Author University 
of Virginia 

This is the kind of information kids really want to know before they pick a college. --Michelle Slatalla, The NY 
Times, March 9, 2006"...get viewpoints on a variety of topics from the student body, which is where the Prowler gets 
its roar." --Melissa Kaplan, Boston Globe, May 23, 2004"There is information on which schools have packed 
computer labs, which dorms are studious or riotous, ..." --Ben Gilbert, The Washington Post, April 27, 2004About the 
AuthorCollege guides for each of the top colleges and universities in the US While writing our series of college 
guides, we felt it was critical that our content was unbiased and unaffiliated with any college or university. We think it 
s important that our readers get honest information and a realistic impression of the student opinions on any college 
campus that s why if any aspect of a particular college is terrible, we (unlike a campus brochure) intend to publish it. 
While we do keep an eye out for the occasional extremist the cheerleader or the cynic we take pride in letting the 
college students tell it like it is. We strive to create a college guide that s as representative as possible of each 
particular campus. Our guides cover both the good and the bad, and whether the survey responses point to recurring 
trends or a variation in opinion, these sentiments are directly and proportionally expressed through our guides. College 
Prowler guides are in the hands of students throughout the entire process of their creation. Because you can t make 
student-written guides without the students, we have students at each college campus who help write, randomly survey 
their peers, edit, layout, and perform accuracy checks on every college guide that we publish. From the very 
beginning, student writers gather the most up-to-date stats, facts, and inside information on their colleges. They fill 
each section with student quotes and summarize the findings in editorial reviews. In addition, each college or 
university receives a collection of letter grades (A through F) that reflect student opinion and help to represent 
contentment, prominence, or satisfaction for each of our 20 specific categories. Just as in grade school, the higher the 
mark the more content, more prominent, or more satisfied the students are with the particular category. Once a college 
guide is written, additional college students serve as editors and check for accuracy even more extensively. Our 



bounce-back team a group of randomly selected students who have no involvement with the project are asked to read 
over the material in order to help ensure that the guide accurately expresses every aspect of the university and its 
students. This same process is applied to the nearly 300 colleges and universities College Prowler currently covers. 
Each guide is the result of endless student contributions, hundreds of pages of research and writing, and countless 
hours of hard work. All of this has led to the creation of a student information network that stretches across the nation 
to every college that we cover. It s no easy accomplishment, but it s the reason that our college guides are such a great 
resource. When reading our guides and looking at our college rankings, keep in mind that every college is different 
and that the students who make up each college are not uniform as a result, it is important to assess colleges on a case-
by-case basis. Because it s impossible to summarize an entire college with a single number or description, each guide 
provides a dialogue, not a decision, that s made up of 20 different topics and hundreds of student quotes. In the end, 
we hope that this guide will serve as a valuable tool in your college selection process. Enjoy! 


