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Eric Partridge : Usage and Abusage: A Guide to Good English (Revised edition)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Usage and Abusage: A Guide to Good English 
(Revised edition): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good EnglishBy API love books, any kind but the real kind. I have 
to be able to flip back and forth as I read one. In this case, I like to flip around as I look for usage of various words. I 
am ever so glad I found this old version. It sure beats having to use the Internet.1 of 1 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393317099


review helpful. Classic book for good English.By R. Lee, AtlantaClassic book for good English. I gave it as a gift to a 
student of English from Costa Rica.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resourceBy BaliceFor 
anyone involved with words -- and who isn't? -- this book will prove to be priceless. It's full of practical usage in a 
very readable format.

An updated edition of a useful, entertaining guide to picking the right words (and avoiding the wrong ones). Which is 
preferred - nom de plume, pseudonym, or pen name? What are neologisms, disguised conjunctions, and fused 
participles? Language enters into almost every part of human life and yet it is all too often misused: directness and 
clarity disappear in a whirl of clichs, euphemisms, and wooliness of expression. Janet Whitcut has revised Eric 
Partridge's popular reference book to reflect the language of well-informed writers, readers, and speakers today. She 
has also added a section to the book entitled "Vogue Words," which includes words that have acquired a new power 
and influence.

.com Eric Partridge was a master of linguistic scholarship. Author of A Dictionary of Cliches, Shakespeare's Bawdy, 
and many others, Partridge's Usage and Abusage, first out in 1942, was last updated by him in 1973, six years before 
his death. But life and language tick on, even without Partridge. Now, Janet Whitcut has revised his classic to keep up 
with the 1990s. One is reminded that "ablution is now intolerably pedantic" for "hand washing," that errata should be 
confined to corrections in books, and that precipitously (very steeply) should not be misused in the place of 
precipitately (violently hurried). The entry on punctuation runs for pages and is lucid, literate, and lively. The "Vogue 
Words" section is completely updated and provides today's connotations for words and phrases from academic to 
yuppie, rounding out a scholarly reference that maintains the Partridge standard. Will be appreciated by language 
lovers, students, and writers. . . . It now reflects the language changes of the '90s, while retaining succinct and witty 
essays by Partridge on such subjects as ambiguity, euphemisms, jargon, negation, and puns. . . . A gem of linguistic 
information. - Chattanooga Free PressEntertaining and informative. - Library JournalAbout the AuthorThe late Eric 
Partridge was the author of many classic books on the English language.Janet Whitcut has contributed to many 
publications including The International Encyclopedia of Lexicography and The Oxford Thesaurus. 


