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Ralph Penny : Variation and Change in Spanish  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Variation and Change in Spanish: 

This book studies the differences of pronunciation and grammar that exist within the Spanish-speaking world, and 
traces their origins in the frequent mixing of dialects in Spanish-speaking communities from the Middle Ages to the 
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present day. It emphasizes the subtlety and seamlessness of language variation, both geographical and social, and 
shows how the constant process of mixing has rendered Spanish particularly subject to leveling of its linguistic 
irregularities and to simplification of its structures, both in Europe and later in the Americas.

"This book...is strongly recommended as essential background reading for hispanists in general and as an introductory 
account for dialectologists and sociolinguists." Language in Society"Both recent books by Ralph Penny make 
significant contributions to our knowledge of the history and development of the Spanish language." Society for 
Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies Bulletin 


