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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vatican Archives: An

Inventory and Guide to Historical Documents of the Holy See:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. At Last an excellent Inventory and Guide to the Vatican ArchivesBy
Allan W. BlasdaleAt last the general public can access an Index of the huge Archive of the Vatican. Thisvolumeisan
excellent addition to the small amount of material available for researchers of the Archives. (Only 4 other standard


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195095529

guides exist.) It "provides a comprehensive overview of extant historical documentation generated by the Holy See
since the 9th century." (from the forward)-and does so in a clear, lucid way. There is a complete introduction including
acarefully structured discussion of how to use a volume such as this. Documents are generated by each of the various
agencies of the Vatican. These include the College of Cardinals, the Papal court, the Roman Curia, Offices, such as
"camerlengo”, Tribunals, Apostolic Nunciatures, Papal States, The Congregations, Commissions, and many more.
These papers are placed in the Archives, and this Index essentialy tells you, the researcher, where they are. The true
size of the Vatican Archivesis astonishing: it is said they occupy some 35 miles of shelf space. Under just onelisting
in the chapter, The Roman Curia, we find areference, 3.1.6.28, to 90 linear metres of shelfspace, containg 1044
volumes. Under the next, 1451 volumes. Each listing includes a history, an analysis of how the meterials are
organised, the scope of the material, and a discussion of references.Not here is any of the material pertaining to a
Secret Archive, now the stuff of fiction books. Thisisthereal thing.NOTE: read the introduction carefully! It isvery
helpful if you have a background in Archival Work. The science is subtle, and the author acknowledgesit.5 Stars

Vatican Archives provides the first comprehensive guide to one of the richest archival sourcesfor the history of the
Western world. Organized into related agency groups, it includes approximately 500 entries that describe the purpose
and workings of each administrative agency of the Vatican and the official records it produces-- the very records that
now constitute the archives. Serving as aresearch tool that provides a systematic and previously unavailable overview
of the archives, this book enhances and expediates access by scholarsin a broad range of disciplines.

"This important volume, recently hailed by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Book of 1998, will prove
indispensable for all scholars whose research takes them to the Archivo Segreto Vaticano..."--Sixteenth Century
Journal"[U]seful for graduate and even undergraduate students doing research in general world history or church
history. Highly recommended for any academic library."--Choice" This important work offers much to researchers who
seek an understanding of the significance of the Catholic Church throughout the world."--Colonial Latin American
Historical " . . . amonumental volume and stunning achievement. . . thiswill sure prove to be the definitive guide to
theserecords. . . . generations of researcherswill give those who have prepared this exemplary guide their undying . .
. gratitude."--American Archivist"... this guide will be an indispensable reference tool for research in the Vatican
collections."--Church History" This work will be essential for all English-speaking scholars who plan to do research in
the Vatican Archives."--Catholic Historical "An indispensable tool for all research libraries."--Religious Studies"As a
whole, this volume does a remarkable job of providing a comprehensive, accessible introduction to the archives that
eschews oversmplification. Thisis ... akey that will be useful to all levels of researchers, even those who have
already worked extensively in thecollections."--Sixteenth Century Journal About the AuthorFrancis X. Blouinis at
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.



