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Tom Dalzell : Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vietnam War Slang: A Dictionary on Historical Principles: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Yet this is a good primer from which to enter Tom Dalzell's worldBy 
gr8fulI was in Viet Nam in 66-67, and I can't imagine this book being of much use to those who were in country, or in 
any of the services, wherever they served at that time. I can think of terms, phrases, jargon, etc. far more particular, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415839416


more widely used and more relevant to troops and civilians embroiled in that experience, some of which were 
printable. Yet this is a good primer from which to enter Tom Dalzell's world, populated with the argot of people 
forgotten, isolated and oppressed. If you are as fascinated as I am with words, their history and their context, you will 
enjoy Dalzell's skilled, entertaining writings, and you will be infected with his passion for the work he does. So read 
this book, but also read some of his other books, and your own world will will be the better for it.

In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson 
administrations escalation of American military involvement in Southeast Asia and war against North Vietnam. 
Vietnam War Slang outlines the context behind the slang used by members of the United States Armed Forces during 
the Vietnam War. Troops facing and inflicting death display a high degree of linguistic creativity. Vietnam was the 
last American war fought by an army with conscripts, and their involuntary participation in the war added a dimension 
to the language. War has always been an incubator for slang; it is brutal, and brutality demands a vocabulary to 
describe what we dont encounter in peacetime civilian life. Furthermore, such language serves to create an intense 
bond between comrades in the armed forces, helping them to support the heavy burdens of war. The troops in Vietnam 
faced the usual demands of war, as well as several that were unique to Vietnam a murky political basis for the war, 
widespread corruption in the ruling government, untraditional guerilla warfare, an unpredictable civilian population in 
Vietnam, and a growing lack of popular support for the war back in the US. For all these reasons, the language of 
those who fought in Vietnam was a vivid reflection of life in wartime. Vietnam War Slang lays out the definitive 
record of the lexicon of Americans who fought in the Vietnam War. Assuming no prior knowledge, it presents around 
2000 headwords, with each entry divided into sections giving parts of speech, definitions, glosses, the countries of 
origin, dates of earliest known citations, and citations. It will be an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their 
families, students and readers of history, and anyone interested in the principles underpinning the development of 
slang. 

"War breeds slang: and the longer that war the better. Other than World War I Vietnam was perhaps combat's greatest 
creator of new language. In his wide-ranging, authoritative dictionary, Tom Dalzell, one of America's leading 
lexicographers of slang, has brought it all together: from mummy sacks to the long long duck's back and the remfs to 
the Arvins. This a unique, unrivalled take on a war that remains a key moment in modern history. Tim OBrien has 
written about The Things They Carried; now Tom Dalzell brings us The Words They Used" Jonathon Green, author of 
Green's Dictionary of Slang "A very valuable collection of Vietnam War slang."- Gerald Cohen, Missouri University 
of Science and Technology, USA "Tom Dalzells extraordinary Vietnam War Slang invites us to look back through the 
words and meanings of the Vietnam era fascinating in themselves into the culture they signify. Each entry includes a 
contemporary quotation or two, illustrating use of the word in question, and thus the dictionary is an anthology of 
fading voices from distant decades amplified into the twenty-first century, voices we need to hear. It should be in 
every American library, on every word-lovers bookshelf, and assigned in every university course about the period or 
the phenomenon of the Vietnam War." Michael Paul Adams, Indiana University, USA 


