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Susan Campbell : Walled Kitchen Gardens (Shire Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Walled Kitchen Gardens (Shire Library): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I loved this book.By Hey-Hey-HeyI have never been unhappy with 
any of the Shire Library books that I have bought and read. If you are interested in gardening, self reliance, and or 
history then you may enjoy this book. Full of a details, pictures, good facts and information, I really enjoyed this book. 
Another good book by the Shire Library is The History Of The Cottage Garden. I loved that one also.

The kitchen garden was designed to provide a continual supply not only of fruit, flowers and vegetables, but also of 
plants that had medicinal and veterinary uses, plants for flavouring food and drink, and those providing dyes, 
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perfumes, narcotics, disinfectants, poisons and pesticides. With the aid of heated glasshouses, there would be out-of-
season delicies such as strawberries for Christmas, exotic tropical fruits, and even figs and grapes. Once found in the 
grounds of most large country houses in Britain and Ireland, many have sadly fallen into disuse and ruin. Their 
remains can still be seen, however: some have been converted to other uses, others simply abandoned, while a few 
have been restored to their former glory and productiveness. This highly illustrated book explores a horticultural 
history spanning hundreds of years, and provides an extensive gazetteer of kitchen gardens that can still be visited 
today.

About the AuthorSusan Campbell is a consultant and lecturer on walled kitchen gardens, having researched their 
history for many years. She has visited more than five hundred gardens and written many books on the subject, 
including A History of Kitchen Gardens. 


