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David Hiley : Western Plainchant: A Handbook (Clarendon Paperbacks)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Western Plainchant: A Handbook (Clarendon Paperbacks): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Authoritative, valuable referenceBy Steve S. JonesAs with other 
Oxford University Editions, this book is a well researched, definitive edition on the subject. A very thorough source 
for reference on plain chant (history, etc). It is not, however, a source for the chants themselves. Nor is it a book for 
the beginner as its scope would be almost overwhelming.The Time of the Christ2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Must-Own for Chant ScholarsBy A. V. YampolskyThe title says it all. If you have a serious interest in 
understanding where chant comes from, buy this book, and read it from cover to cover. It's the best survey I know of.

Plainchant is the oldest substantial body of music that has been preserved in any shape or form. It was first written 
down in Western Europe in the eighth to ninth centuries. Many thousands of chants have been sung at different times 
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or places in a multitude of forms and styles, responding to the differing needs of the church through the ages. This 
book provides a clear and concise introduction, designed both for those to whom the subject is new and those who 
require a reference work for advanced study. It begins with an explanation of the liturgies that plainchant was designed 
to serve. It describes all the chief genres of chant, different types of liturgical book, and plainchant notations. After an 
exposition of early medieval theoretical writing on plainchant, Hiley provides a historical survey that traces the 
constantly changing nature of the repertory. He also discusses important musicians and centers of composition. 
Copiously illustrated with over 200 musical examples, this book highlights the diversity of practice and richness of the 
chant repertory in the Middle Ages. It will be an indispensable introduction and reference source on this important 
music for many years to come.

"I began to marvel, after a little reading, that he had managed to discuss so many aspects of the subject so clearly and 
in such apparent depth....For anyone interested in the history of Western music, beginning at the beginning and not, as 
usual, in the middle, this is now the best possible introduction."--Peter Phillips, The New Republic"The definitive 
work in English on this topic to date."--Choice"A major reference work to be used again and again."--Pastoral 
Music"A beautiful book....A generation of students and scholars will bless him for his achievement."--FanfareAbout 
the AuthorDavid Hiley is at University of Regensburg. 


